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Chinese and Barbarians. the Cultural Imaginary

Description of Jurchenlmage

RUAN Yi
( Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068 ; Yonsei University, Seoul Korea, 03722)

[ Abstract] The Jin and the Southern Song dynasties coexisted for many years. They mutually sent
envoys for political purpose. Ambassadors of the Jin often wrote travel notes to record their overseas
experiences. Based on the idea of respecting Chinese and despising Barbarians and the feudal diplomatic
relationship between suzerain state and vassal state, they described the image of Jurchen negatively. The self-
image of the Song and the Jin always represented civilization and savagery. On the one hand, the description
of Jurchen reflected the real life, and on the other hand, it was the ideological image influenced by Jin
people’ s own social culture. People of the Song had constantly denied “the others” in order to strengthen
their identity of a big cultural power.

[ Key words] travel notes; Jurchen; cultural imaginary; cultural identity
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